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February 2020
Letter from the Principal - Elementary Edition
Dear Parents/Guardians, and Members of the West Community,
At the beginning of this school year we set out to increase our attendance rate. It is with great
sadness that I report that we are not meeting our goal and are below District and State expectations
for an elementary school. We continue to share with families that attendance and lateness negatively
impacts a student’s performance in class.
TIPS for Families
Let your student know that you think school is important.
Set a regular bedtime and enforce it.
Provide your student with plenty of time to get ready for school.
Provide an alternate transportation plan for getting your student to school on time.
Make sure your student arrives at school on time daily. Classes begin promptly at 8:30a.m.
Students should arrive at least ten minutes early.
Plan medical, dental, and other appointments before and after school if possible. If appointments
must be during the school day, plan them so that your student does not miss the same class
every time.
Request a meeting with Mr. Junod to discuss your student’s attendance concerns.

If your student should arrive late to school, please come in to the main o ce and sign them in. If this is
not possible, you may send your student in with a note from your doctor/dental/court excuse slip to
let us know your student will be arriving after 8:30a.m.
Our students would not be as successful as they are without your support.
Thank you for partnering with us in your child’s education,
Karen Newton

Principal, West Elementary

Letter from the Principal - Middle School Edition
Dear West Families,
I understand many of our students own or use electronic devices to access social media and online
information. I want to share resources and tips with our families to increase awareness and help keep
our students safe in a growing age of technology.
I have included the Resources and Tools for the Digital Age in this letter. You may nd it helpful to
become familiar with the typical things children may be sharing on social media and how they are
using technology. For example, you may be interested in learning more about a newly popular app
called Tik Tok before allowing your child(ren) to use it .

Common Sense Media provides a parent guide to the app. You can nd information on the topic here:
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-tiktok. With all of the
information included, we hope you and your child(ren) will have opportunities to discuss the
importance of age appropriate technology use, privacy concerns, online and technology safety, digital
footprints, and legal issues of what is said and posted through technology.
Sincerely,
Shalah Parker, Principal
West Middle School

Resources and Tools for the Digital Age
Family Online Safety Institute: https://www.fosi.org/
Common Sense Media: https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
Common Sense Media- Apps to Watch Out for: https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/appsto-watch-out-for
Common Sense Media- Online Privacy and Safety:
https://www.commonsense.org/education/toolkit/audience/family-engagement-online-privacysafety
Connect Safely: https://www.connectsafely.org/
FBI Internet Social Networking Risks: https://www.fbi.gov/ le-repository/internet-socialnetworking-risks-1.pdf/view
Netsmartz: https://www.missingkids.org/netsmartz/home
ScreenAgers Resources: https://www.screenagersmovie.com/resources-2
Shape the Sky App Guide: http://www.shapethesky.org/app-resource-guide/
Shape the Sky- Resources http://www.shapethesky.org/resources/

District News
In an ever-changing world, in the midst of shifting from industrialbased to an information-based global society, education needs to be
ever-evolving. We know students need to be prepared for citizenship
in a global community, and success in the modern workforce,
therefore, Colorado Springs School District 11, in collaboration with
our community, district educators, and support personnel, is proud to
announce the D11 Graduate Pro le. The eight core competency
elements of our Graduate Pro le align with our strategic plan, and
will truly help us navigate the whole student towards life skills
success.
Continuous Learner
Academically Ready
Empowered Citizen
Skilled Communicator
Healthy and Balanced
Innovative Problem Solver
Empathetic Collaborator
Critical Thinker
To learn more about the Colorado Springs School District 11
Graduate Pro le, and how you may best support your student in
reaching these competencies, please visit
https://www.d11.org/GraduatePro le

ATTENDANCE MATTERS

ATHLETICS

Boys Basketball

Soccer

Volleyball

Our team is in full swing.
Come support our boys. B

Intramurals will o cially
begin the rst week in

Tryouts begin March 4th. In
order for students to play,

Squad starts at 4:00pm and
A Squad starts around

March. Students do not need
to pay a fee to participate.

they must have:

5:00pm.

For any questions, see Mrs.
Stewart or Mr. Edens.

1. A physical signed by a
doctor conducted within the

- February 3rd: @ Jenkins
- February 5th: @ North

last 12 months
2. A completed D11

- February 10th: @ West vs
Swigert
- February 12th: @ West vs

Participation Form
3. A signed blue card

Galielo
- February 18th: @ West vs

We plan on having both
mens’ and womens’ teams.

Russell

All are welcome as volleyball
is a no cut sport.

COUNSELING CORNER
Social Media and the Sixth Grader
6th grade students will be learning about the importance of social media and internet safety in the
month of February. There are many myths surrounding internet safety.
Myth: Parental controls are the best way to monitor my kids’ online activities.
Truth: Focusing on only one Internet safety method lulls you into a false sense of security.
To keep your kids safe online -- and to raise them to be responsible, respectful digital citizens -- it takes
more than installing parental controls. For starters, parental controls can be defeated by determined
kids. They also often catch too much in their lters, rendering any Internet search useless, and they set
up a "parent vs. kid" dynamic that could back re.
By all means, use parental controls to help prevent exposure to age-inappropriate material and to
manage time limits. But don't think they get you off the hook. Continue to discuss responsible,

respectful online behavior, set rules and consequences for misbehavior, and train your kid to manage
his or her own usage.
Want to learn more about myths surrounding your child's safety? Visit
www.commonsensemedia.org

Signs of Suicide
As part of our 8th grade curriculum, we educate the entire class on warning signs of depression and
what to do if you are concerned about yourself and others. For more information, follow the link
below.
https://sossignsofsuicide.org/parent
Career Exploration Days
Opportunities will be available in February to help students engage with Career and Technical
Education opportunities throughout District 11 and further explore their career options! This will allow
students to engage in two 45-minute sessions with a Career Pathway by participating in hands-on
activities, having conversations with current students, and engaging with business community
partners, all while exploring the options to gain college credits, industry certi cations, and work-based
learning skills in our district.
The industries that are highlighted are Cybersecurity, Journalism, and Visual Arts and Design.

CAUTION: ONLINE GAMING

Parents, please be sure to monitor your child's online gaming activity. Wherever games are marketed to
children, online predators lurk. Social games are often used as a platform to lure children away from
games and onto other platforms. Roblox, in particular, appeals directly to children under 12, who lack
the ability to discriminate between appropriate and inappropriate requests. Children are easy targets
for predators to communicate with.
Further, Roblox invites players to explore imaginary worlds, some of which are sexual in nature. In
2017, a British father discovered avatars having virtual sex, ABC News reported.
It is important to monitor your child's gaming activity, know who they are chatting with, and what they
are seeing as they explore. You would not consider sending your child into a real room full of strangers;
the online gaming forums are no different.
If you would like to read more, please visit:
https://www.familyzone.com/au/families/blog/roblox-parents-review
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-43804324

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - SAVE THE DATE
6th grade parent chaperones needed!
When: April 30th
Where: UCCS (Approximately 12:00 to 3:00 pm)
Why: Students will visit UCCS campus to get exposure to a university campus and learn the basics of
college requirements and offerings.
Please email Sara Tusler, 6th grade counselor, at sara.tusler@d11.org for further details.

February at a Glance
Feb. 3 MS Boys BBall @ Jenkins, 4-7pm
Feb. 4 ES BBall vs. Stratton 3:30-5:00pm
Feb. 4 PTA Meeting, 5:00pm
Feb. 4 School Accountability Meeting, 5:30pm
Feb. 5 MS Boys BBall @ North, 4-7pm
Feb. 6 ES BBall vs. Rodgers 3:30pm
Feb. 7 MS BBall Pictures (West Gym) 4-5:00pm
Feb. 10 On-Site Dentist
Feb. 10 MS BBall vs. Swigert (West Gym) 4-7pm
Feb. 11 ES BBall vs. Edison 3:30-5:00pm
Feb. 12 MS BBall vs. Galileo (West Gym) 4-7pm
Feb. 13 Band Concert @ Coronado HS 1-2:00pm
Feb. 13 ES BBall vs. Taylor, 3:30pm-5:00pm
Feb. 14 Spring Picture Day
Feb. 17 President's Day - District Closed
Feb. 18 MS BBall vs. Russell (West Gym)
Feb. 20 Mitchell HS Registration (West Library) 2-3:40pm
Feb. 20 MS BBall vs. Sabin (West Gym) 4-7pm
Feb. 20 Orchestra/Choir Concert 7-8:30pm
Feb. 21 MS Health Rescreening, 8:50am
Feb. 21 MS BBall B-Squad Tourney (Doherty HS), 4:00pm
Feb. 22 MS BBall B-Squad Tourney (Doherty HS) 9-2pm
Feb. 24 Health Screening Retests, 8-3pm
Feb. 24 ES Health Rescreening, 8-12:30pm
Feb. 24 through Feb. 29 MS BBall A-squad Tourney (TBD)

West Campus / Calen…

www.d11.org

On-Site Dentist
When
Monday, Feb. 10th, 8:30am
Where
1920 West Pikes Peak Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO
More information
More school days are missed due to dental needs than any other medical issue. The Onsite Dentist will
be offering FREE dental hygiene to students and families all day on Monday, February 10th in the
lunchroom off the media center.
The On-Site Dentist has partnered with Colorado Springs School District 11 to provide in-school dental
examples, x-rays, cleanings, uoride treatments, sealants, educational materials, and supplies at NO
COST to you or to West!

Please submit the Consent and Health Questionnaire and return it to the front o ce. If you have any
questions, please call 719-248-1902.

PTA NEWS AND NOTES FOR FEBRUARY 2020
From Your West Campus Parent Teacher Association
Dear West Campus Parent,
The easiest, fastest, most e cient way to support West Campus PTA projects like teacher grants, eld
trips, club t-shirts, and more: Connect your King Soopers loyalty card to our West Campus PTA
account.
Every time you spend anything, a percentage goes to us. You don’t do anything you wouldn’t do
anyway—and we earn money!
Right now, we have just shy of 50 families who are participating in this program—thank you if you’re
among them! But we’d like to double that number this month.
If you’ve yet to do it—please take ve minutes today to sign up. (And ask your family and friends to do
so as well). Here’s how:
a. Go to www.kingsoopers.com
b. Login using your King Soopers card or alternate ID
c. Click on “My Account.”
d. Click on “Community Rewards.”

e. Search for West Campus PTA or KC862
f. Click “Enroll.”
Thank you!
Our Next Meeting is Tuesday, Feb. 4 at 5:00 in the Media Center.
Warmly,
Jacilyn Evans, Shauna Prince, & Jen Stevens
West Campus PTA O cers westcampuspta@gmail.com
P.S. Follow us on Facebook at "West Campus PTA.” We try to keep the page updated with what’s
going on so it’s the easiest way to stay plugged in.

WEST CAMPUS
Facebook

@WestCampus_CS

The Westside is the BEST side!
1920 West Pikes Peak Avenue, …
d11.org/West

719-328-3900

